Georgia woman hits Athens market with natural balm
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For 10 years, Anita Redd kept her balm in the family, tweaking its formula and turning it into something her eczema-suffering son could use to soothe his skin.

The severity of his condition had doctors wanting to try everything they could: topical treatments, injections, even pills.

“When he was born, the skin on his lower body was flaking off,” she said. “I’ve never seen anything like it.”

Through some trial and error, she found a natural solution of nothing more than olive oil and Georgia beeswax — ingredients she sticks with today — and word got out to others with children suffering from eczema and other skin disorders.

Now, a little more than a year after she incorporated her business, Anita’s Balm, the Lawrenceville woman’s product has made it to Athens. The line of products includes lip, hair and eye balm.

“I’ve been wanting to get into the Athens market since last summer, so I’ve been talking with stores in the area,” she said. “But, it’s all come together in the last two weeks.”

Among the local shops to pick it up, which includes the Daily Groceries Co-Op and Commerce Drug, was Keeping It Natural, a natural and organic skin care boutique in downtown Athens. Owner Melissa Anderson said that its relatively local roots and being a woman-led business caught her attention. The sample Redd left her pushed her over.

“It worked really well on dry skin, and I figure if it could help me and my cuticles, it could help others,” Anderson said.

She can’t speak for those suffering from skin conditions and hadn’t received much customer feedback as of Friday — they only started carrying it days before — but she’s hopeful it will help fulfill her mission of helping people through natural means.

Redd’s quick to note how far the ingredients can scroll in a tube of regular lip balm. Hers, she boasts, only has the two.

“You pick up chapstick and it’ll have 19 ingredients,” she said. “You look at mine and it’ll have two, and next time it’ll have two, and it’ll always have two.”

Olive oil is “a centuries-old skin conditioner,” she said, and the beeswax gives it the proper consistency for how it’s being used. Aside from being naturally drawn to the more elemental nature of her product, she said it’s also out of concern from her son that she doesn’t fuss with the formula too much.

“I need to (keep it simple), because as long as he keeps using it, and he keeps trying out different ones, I don’t need to be worrying about which one is he using,” she said.

